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FEDERAL COMMUNICATIONS COMMISSION

WASHINGTON, D.C. 20554 ?W\.‘ 224,
17 FEB 1993

IN REPLY REFER TO:

7330-7/1700A3

RECEIVED
e FE3 2.5 g

Washington, D.C. 20515

Dear Congressman Dingell:

This is in reply to a concern expredsed by your constituent,

Lawrence J. McCartney, regarding the Notice of Proposed Rule Making
(Notice) in PR Docket No. 92-235,/ 57 FR 54034 (1992). This Notice proposes
comprehensive changes to the ission's Rules governing the private land
mobile radio services operating in the frequency bands below 512 MHz.

Those rules have been in place for over 20 years. While they have been
amended on numerous occasions since that time, they nonetheless embody
regulatory concepts based on yesteryear's technology and, unless changed, will
stifle the growth and development of private land mobile radio techmology and
services, which are used primarily by local governments, public safety
entities, and businesses to enhance their productivity. The Commission issued
the Notice, therefore, to solicit comment from all interested persons on a
wide variety of proposals designed to increase channel capacity, to promote
more efficient use of these channels, and to simplify the rules governing use
of these channels.

The proposals in the Notice reflect to a large extent concepts and proposals
submitted in the initial inquiry stages of this proceeding. None of the
proposals set forth in the Notice, however, are engraved in stone. Indeed,
the proposals represent our best judgment at this stage of the proceeding on
steps that must be taken to improve the regulatory climate for users of the
private land mobile radio spectrum below 512 MHz. To this end, some of the
critical issues that must be resolved relate to channel spacing, the amount of
time provided to users to convert to new technical standards, how the 300 to
500 percent increase in channel capacity should be licensed, how the rules
should be written to provide users technical flexibility, and whether the
current nineteen radio services should be consolidated and, if so, how. I
have enclosed for your information a copy of that part of the Notice that
describes the numerous proposals.

Mr. McCartney is specifically concerned about the impact of these changes on
radio control (R/C) hobby users. Enclosed is a discussion paper concerning
our proposals for the 72-76 MHz band. 1In short, we expect there would be no
adverse impact on R/C operations because of any proposal contained in the
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Honorable John Dingell 2.

We are, of course, sensitive to the concerns of both users of private land
mobile radio spectrum and R/C hobbyists. We will, therefore, take into
careful consideration all their comments. Your constituent's concerns will be
fully evaluated when we develop final rules in this proceeding. As indicated
in the Notice, we remain convinced that without significant regulatory change
in radio operations in the bands below 512 MHz, the quality of communications
in the private land mobile radio services will continue to deteriorate to the
point of endangering public safety and the national economy.

We want to thank you for your interest in this proceeding. Comments on the
proposals set forth in the Notice are due May 28, 1993, and Reply Comments are
due July 14, 1993, We expect final rules to be issued in 1994. We urge your
constituent to file formal comments on all aspects of the proposals.

Sipngerely,

\c1L;ytgzzf?f§ﬁfi,:§55555:5>
Ralph A. Haller
Chief, Private Radio Bureau

Enclosures:
Notice

Order

Discussion paper

cc:

Chief, PRBureau

Chief, LM&MDivison

Deputy Chief, LM&M Division

Lou Sizemore, Room 857

Docket Files, Room 222

Licensing Div., PRB, c/o Room 5202
P&P Branch Files
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1 sw gn sotive wenber of thé' ‘L{v:tnq‘ton County Radio Comtrol r:ruu ud derive
hours of enjoyment from constructing and flying radio central model sirplanes.

1 sw very concerned about & proposed rvie that the Federel Cowmmunications

Caomwissiaon (FCC) has under consideretion in PR Docket 92-238. If sdoptled, the
nev rulea vill grestley reduce the usadility of frequencies currcntly ssnigned
for madel use snd inarease the risk of sccidents end attendant liability for

‘controiling model sirareft. Keep in mind that safety is formost in arees vhere

wodels are operated wt private fields, and at airshows vhere there are large
spectator crovds vho algo enjoy the sport. These perticular madels veigh from
4 ta 40 pounds depending on weke snd model. They travel snywhere from 30 to 13¢
niles per hour and can becowe dengerous mismles if vontrol im loet by » radio
signel interfering vith the sighel of the pilot cantrolling the: sodel.

Wien ve fly our wodels under rudic .contral, we go to greet lengtha ¢o essure
the sefely of the opevators, pudlic hystanders and tske every weasure faor the
pratection &f privete sad public ptoporty.

Hov the FCC wynts to endsnger. thiw hobby by creating more land sobile
frequencies through making the band vidths nerrower in the 72-76& Mhx bend.

1f this rearrvangewent i@ alloved and band vidih is made narraver, by inserting
tvo frequencies in betveen the chennels nov sssigned st 10Khz epaciag,

1t vill reduge our safety sargin dova to 2.5 Khx, end viil be alloving wabile
trangnitters vith four times B9 much pover to operste in thet banmd, there is no
questien am to vhe ar vhat ie going to overpover the madel trensmitter, caveing
loms of gontrol and possibie dawage t0 § Very. expengive model girplane vith the
very distinat possibility of causing property damsge or personal injury.

I do not think it is vise for the FCC to swek iwprovement for the lend modile

operstors at.the expenme ‘of Radia Control. Nodel  butlders/fiyers. The FCC way .

not think thst ve are as 1lp¢mnt as bhusinesds users of rédios, but ve have s
considerable investwent in our modeln and n our radio equipwent. The hobby
provides many hours of enjoyment t¢ thovesnds of people like wysell and
contributes tv the advencewent and developsent of the commarcial aviation
induatiry. This hobby is the starting place for meny of our young people vho
build/Lly wodel sirplanes to learn ebout avistion to better there chences of
securing Mplormt in the aviation industry.

Plesse hely we continue ta enjoy sy pastime by not ouov:.ng the rcc ta carry
out propossls far the 72-76 Mhz Band, proposed in PRN-PR 92-23%, which if
inplewented vill have s profound effect an aodel frequency ume. Of the %0
frequencies nov sllécated wad presentley in use, anly 19 vill vemeisn.
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